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Our Favorite Books  

The Family Place staff share books they love!  

The Princess and the Pea  by Hans Christian Andersen  
“With six granddaughters, this has always been a favorite!” —Pat 
 
The Seven Silly Eaters  by Mary Ann Hoberman  
“...for my 6, 8 and 11 year old sons: we love the rhythm and rhyme, 
the funny illustrations that look like our life with a busy and messy 
house full of kids and pets and living; it’s a great story of siblings who 
are all different yet united in their devotion to family, creating some-
thing new and wonderful.”  —Marla  
 
Olivia  by Ian Falconer  
“I just love her personality!  Oh, and  her ability to accessorize!” —Lisa  
 
Where the Wild Things Are  by Maurice Sendak  
“It’s fun to read, has nice rhythm to the words and story, great illustrations, and a nice story abo ut 
how children can overcome their ‘wild things’.”  
and  
Tell Me Again About the Night I Was Born  by Jamie Lee Curtis  
“Without a doubt, this is my favorite adoption book.  It has great rhythm for reading, really great il-
lustrations with lots of fun details hidden in them, and is written from a child’s point of view.” —Tonya  
 
The Giving Tree  by Shel Silverstein  
“I love that it’s appropriate for all ages.  I’ve given it as a gift to adults as well as kids.” —Jo 
 
Make Way for Ducklings , One Morning in Maine , Blueberries for Sal  all by Robert McCloskey  
“I grew up on the Maine Coast and these books were an integral part of my childhood.” —Jeanne  
 
Big Book of Trucks  by Richard Scarry  
“Our kids loved this book, and so did I.  There is always something new to find on every page —it 
never gets boring.  It is humorous, colorful and big enough for several kids to enjoy at once!” –Prue  

 
Where the Sidewalk Ends  by Shel Silverstein  
“I love poetry and it’s funny!” —Kim  
 
Blueberries for Sal  by Robert McCloskey  
“When I was little we would go up on a hill to pick ber-
ries, and as the youngest I would always be trailing 
like Sal.  Just thinking about it makes me smile!” —Lori  
 
Angelina Amelia  by Henrietta Jones Moon  
“I love the old - fashioned doll with a big traveling trunk 
full of shoes and clothes, and the adventures she has 
with each new owner.” —Dianne  



More Staff Picks  
 
Where the Sidewalk Ends  by Shel Silverstein  
“My third grade teacher introduced me to it, and I 
have been a fan ever since!  My kids are too.” —Sarah  
 
Frederick  by Leo Leoni  
“I love  the mouse who gathers the colors!” —Katie   
 
Rosie’s Walk  by Pat Hutchins (and all her other books 
as well!)  
“Rosie the hen leaves the chicken coop for a walk and 
unwittingly leads a fox from one disaster to the next, 
each funnier than the last.  Rosie returns safe and 
sound.  The language is simple, drawings playful and 
there’s lots of subtle humor —the kind a toddler just loves!” —Elaine  
 
Miss Rumphius  by Barbara Cooney  
“I love that Miss Rumphius goes off to explore the world, enjoying many grand 
adventures, and then returns home to make a difference in her own commu-
nity.” —Brenda  
 
Peter’s Chair  by Ezra Jack Keats  
“This has always been my favorite.  I don’t know why I love it so much, but I 
used to get it at the library all the time when I was younger.” –Kelly  
 
The Little Mouse, The Red Ripe Strawberry, and the Big Hungry Bear  
by Audrey Wood  
“I love the adorable little mouse, the beautiful illustrations, and you are always 
wondering when The Big Hungry Bear is going to come get you!  Plus, I love  
strawberries!”  
And  

Eloise  by Kay Thompson  
“This book has a great rhythm to it and you can really get a feel for how Eloise’s active little min d 
works.  Plus, there is a great pop -out section that is really fun to play with where she goes up and 
down the elevator.” —Sam  
 
The Kissing Hand  by Audrey Penn  
“This is one of my all - time favorites.  I read it often to the children in my home daycare and they al-
ways enjoyed it.” —Anne Marie  
 

 
Staff:  

Elaine Guenet, Exec. Director  
Ashley Battis  
Hoyt Bingham  

Ariel Cahn -Flores  
Sarah Canterbury  
Kimberly Colson 
Debbie Cushman 

Anne-Marie Darsney  
Julia Dickenson  
Prudence Fisher  

Pat Fortier  
Kelly French  

Cynthia Gabbard  
Joanna Hamlin 
Marla Ianello  

Jeanne McMahan 
Tonya McMurray  
Helene Meloche  
Brenda Metzler  
Dianne Norton  
Katie Ouelette  
Samantha Piro 

Sarah Schneider  
Lori Stever  

Kelly Wallace  
Lisa Wills  

 
Board of Directors:  
Kathleen O. Snyder, Chair 

Laurel Spielberg, Vice-Chair 
Elizabeth Chabot, Secretary  
Michael Horvath, Treasurer  

Elizabeth Adams  
Bill Boyle  

Mary Brown  
Marie Colacchio  

Beth Kolehmainen 
Ashley Milliken  

 Arline S. Rotman  
Peter Rutledge  

Jack Wilson  


